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(Abstract)

An Examination of the Systems of Personal, Resident and Citizen
Registration in North Korea

LEE, Jewoo
(Researcher, Judicial Policy Research Institute)

The present research examines the systems of personal registration, resident registration
and citizen registration in North Korea. The lack of interest in and understanding of these
registration systems is not surprising, given the scarcity and limited availability of relevant
materials and documentation on the subject. Despite the uncertainty over when and how re-
unification will take place on the Korean peninsula, it is essential that we prepare for such
a historic event and its pursuant integration of the above registration systems. For such pur-

poses this research focuses on the following.

First, the personal, resident and citizen registration systems of North Korea will be stud-
ied in detail, with particular emphasis on their roots. Much attention will be given to the
questions of how the systems were adopted and developed in the early years of the North

Korean regime.

Second, a comprehensive report of the personal, resident and citizen registration systems
of North Korea will be provided based on a review and analysis of all publicly available
materials, as well as such materials that until now have been either difficult to access or
closed to the public. In addition, the research relies on first-hand accounts of the systems
by North Korean defectors. By means of carefully structured interviews it was possible to
identify the latest developments of the systems, thereby making it possible to update rele-

vant information on the subject.

Third, an important part of the research concerns addressing the challenges of integrating
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the systems of the two Koreas upon reunification. Different policies on setting up a single
system of family registration and resident registration in post-reunification Korea are thor-
oughly considered. An analysis of such policies in respect of their lawfulness and con-

stitutionality will also be presented.

Key Words

North Korea, personal registration, resident registration, citizen registration, family registra-

tion, reunification, integration of law, freedom of movement



